The changes in protein concentration and bacteria of fleece and skin during the development of fleece-rot and body strike in sheep.
The sequence of events in the development of fleece-rot and body strike in sheep is described. When sheep were wetted by rain, vast increases in the numbers on microorganisms on the fleece and skin surface occured. Frequently, only one bacterial genus, Pseudomonas, proliferated and produced a bacteriostat to inhibit the growth of other resident flora. The development of fleece-rot lesions was characterised by a sudden substantial increase od soluble protein, presumably plasma protein, onto the skin surface. Pseudomonas spp proliferated on the skin surface and frequently produced extracellular, green pigment. First instar blowfly larvae were observed subsequently in such lesions.